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PROPOSAL, Ge 


bn, Fine the Frf 1741. 


; HE preſent Dearth and Scarcity of 
1 Bread Corn is a general Com- 
plaint. All Ranks and Conditions 
of Men have felt it, but the poor and lower 
fort ſuffer exceedingly. 
Wie live in an Iſland natorally fruitful; and 
are bleſſed with a Sun and Soil little inferior 
to our Neighbours : Yet what does this a- 
vail ? If we ſhamefully negle& our Tillage in 
ſo many Parts of the Kingdom, and have 
neither Store- bouſes, nor Granaries to lay up a 
due Quantity of Corn to ſuſtain the Lives 
of the Inhabitants. From hence Multi- 
tudes of the inferior People every fecontl 
or third Year are reduced to great Necefſi- 
ties, and without the Help of foreign Mar- 
| kets, would often be expoſed to Famine. 
This muſt, and does give real Concern to 
every Man who wiſhcs well to the Happineſs 
of his Country, or has any Senſe of the Wants 
of his e 7 " Th E 
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. 
T * miſerable State to which the Inhabi- 


rants of the North, and indeed of all the 


Kingdom, were reduced to in the latter End 
of 1728, and till the Harveft of 1729, had 
it not been for the ſeaſonable and uncommon 
Charities of ſuch, who had Bowels of Com- 
paſſion equal to their Wants, is ftill freſh in 


the Memories of them who taſted of their 


Bounty. 
The extreme rigorous Seaſon of 1739, and 


the long Duration of the Froſt were fatal to 
Numbers, for want of fit Stores of Corn, | 


which other Nations take Care to have ready 
againſt ſuch Emergencies. And though the 
ſignal and leaſonable Charities, which were 
then diſtributed to relieve the Wants of many 
thouſand Families, preſerved them at that 
time from ſtarving, yet the Neceſſities of ma- 


ny others were very great. This was fuccee- 


ded by a very backward Spring, and ſcarce 
any Summer, of which the whole kingdom 


af preſent feels the bad Effects, by a dearth of 
all forts of Proviſions, attended by a ſevere 
and almoſt general Sickneſs, that by all ac- 
counts has nearly depopulated fome parts of 


the Country, The uncommon Neceſſities, to 
which many thouſand poor Families of this 
City have been reduced for ſome months paſt, 
are too apparent; who in all probability 
would have periſhed for want of Food, had 
they not been timely relieved by the ſignal, 
and moſt ag Charity of a great and 
« good 
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good Prelate among us; which in ſome de- 
gree hath been happily followed by ſeveral 


perſons in this Capital, as well as in other 


Cities and Places of the Kingdom. 
Such then being the extreme Diſtreſs of 


Multitudes in this Nation, all prudent reme- 


dies ſhould be thought of in time, to prevent 


ſuch evils from breaking in upon us again, 
Principiis Obſta, —— 


There are two things which moſt evidently 
call for our attention on this occaſion, * 

1/t. To encourage more and better Tillage. 

2dly, To erect convenient Granaries for 
9 

It has ever been the Wiſdom of al civi- 
lized Nations to employ a fit number of their 


3 


People in the due culture and improvement 


of Land, to furniſh Bread to ſupport the in- 
habitants; as knowing it to be that whereon 
the life and well-being of the Community 
depends. Even the ſavage Indians (who lay 
up Maiz for the Winter, as the Europeans do 


Wheat and other Grain) ſhew more foreſight 


than the people of this Kingdom; and all 


the Europeans (except ourſelves) generally 


enjoy a conſtant plenty, wherever Husbandry 
and Tillage are properly encouraged: Why 
Agriculture hath not been more extenſively 
carried on among us, I cannot give any ſatiſ- 


factory reaſon ; 3 but it is evident from our 
ran vun 
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| moſt. of the other parts of the Kingdom. 


1 6 ) 
wants, t that it ſhould be much more encou- 


raged than it has been. 
It is certain, that the Tillage of the King- 


dom does not bear a ſufficient proportion to 


the wants of the inhabitants: And it is as 
certain, that moſt parts of it are capable of 

roducing ſome one, or every kind of grain 
in ſuch plenty, as to make it unneceſſary 6 
ſend to foreign markets. Let a Stranger caſt 


his eyes on the rich and fertile grounds in the 


Counties of Dublin, Eaft and Weſt- Meath, 
Carlow, Kilkenny, Ti pperary, Limerick, Roj- 


common and Gallway, &c. Then Jet him 


aſk, Whence proceeds this ſcanty proviſion of 
Corn among us? Whence the decay, and 
daily complaints of the want of Bread in our 
Streets? Why do we not rather till and ſow 
thoſe parts of the land, which will yield us 
the beſt and greateſt encreaſe ? Why do, we 
neglect and diſcour 75 Tillage where it can 
beſt be carried on, and content ourſelves to plow 
end ſow chiefly in the bleak Counties of the 


North? Where our Harveſts are al ways late, 


and conſequently expoſed to conſtant dangers, 
and the Lands generally not near fo produc- 
tive of any grain, but Oats, as they are in 


We complain of our poverty, and perhaps 
we have reaſon; and one cauſe of it (among 


many others) is the want of ſufficient Til- 


lage; if this were effectually promoted 


abundantly more Mack ve would be hay 
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than are at preſent; this would create induf- 
try, and induftry would bring in more wealth 
to the Nation, than we have by our preſent 
method of farming by large ſtocks of Frame. | 
Beſides, we ſhould certainly ſave the money 
which is yearly ſent abroad for Corn to fo- 


reign Markets, and be able with profit to ex- 


t it to other countries to ſupply the wants 
of our Neighbours. If it be with the view 
of gain, that we thus miſemploy our richeſt 
grounds to feed and fatten our beaſts, to the 


great diſtreſs of our 22S fuch hopes are 
without foundation: For let the produce of 


land for both uſes be fairly conſidered, let a 
given number of Acres of good arable land 


be ſet apart for Tillage, let another propor- 
tion of ground of the ſame quantity andqua- 


lity be employed in grazing Cattel, let the 


expences and profits of both be minutely con- 
fidered, and then fee how and where the bat- 
lance will turn. The profit is ſo great on tlie 
fide of Tillage, ſome ſay four, but demon- 

ſtrably about three to one, in the common 


method of ploughing, according to exact 


computations not long fince made, * that it 


5 amazing we will not ſee where the advari- 
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* See the firſt e Eſſay oh hs | Trae and 


Improvement of Ireland by "Arthur _ Eq 1 
: a6, 27. Dublin 1731. f 


dee ſome thoughts on Tillage Dublin I 738. 
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lies. - Wheat, which at a_ Medium hath 
. uſually ſold in Dublin market at 17 or 


18 f. per — was lately raiſed to 11. 18 5. 


or 21. and Oatmeal in the North, the uſual 
food of the common people there, at the me- 


dium of 7 or 8 5. per hundred, did at laſt 
riſe to 18 or 205. This hath. rendered the 


caſe of multitudes of Manufacturers and La- 


5 bourers, who daily ſubſiſt by the work of 
their hands, truly pitiable, and reduced many 
to the extremity of want. 


In England, the evils which aroſe from 
converting Arable land into paſturage, were 


oyce ſo great, that in the Reign of King 
Henry 7th, my Lord Bacon tells us in the life 
of that King, an expreſs Statute was made of 


ſingular Policy to prevent the milſchiets 


which were like-to enſue ; and to uſe his own 
words: For remedying this inconvenience, 
the King and the Parliaments wiſdom was 
& admirable; the Ordinance was, that all 
< Houſes of Huſbandry that were uſed with 
twenty Acres of ground, and upwards, 
-< ſhould be maintained and kept up for ever, 


together with a competent Proportion of 
land to be vſe and occupied with them, 
« and in no wile to be ſevered from them. 


By this means, (as that noble Hiſtorian ob- 


ſerves) the houſes being kept dp, did. of 
.< neceſſity inforce a dweller, not to be a 
6 2 or a . but a man of ſome 
e fubſtance 
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« ſubſtance that might keep Hinds and ſer- 
© yants, and ſet the Plough on going. 
But the miſchiefs ſtill increaſing by the de- 


cay of Tillage, and turning Corn farms in- 


to "Ml his fucceflor King Henry 8th. 
thought it highly expedient to cauſe the an- 
cient Statutes made 1n this behalf to be loo- 
ked into, and carried into execution. This 
was in the Lear 1321. I will recite the Lord 
Herberi's words upon the occaſion. Such 
* was the covetouſneſs of the richer ſort at 
this time in England, that they converted 
many large corn fields into Paſture z, here- 
of enſued a general decay not only of 
* houſes, but of perſons, which ſhould do 
© their King and Country ſervice; beſides, 
Sheep, Cattle, and Cloaths being thus 
within the hands of a few, the price was 
much enhanced. To remedy this miſchief, 
the King cauſed the ancient Statutes, pro- 
vided in that behalf, to be looked into, and 


+ accordingly directed his Commiſſion to the 


* 


Juſtices of the Peace, to reſtore all the 


« Tillage-ground that had been. encloſed any 


time within fifty years laſt paſt, and. to 


* 


. 
con's Hiſtory of the Reign of King Henry 7th- Fag. 


n 


+ Life of Henry Sch by Logs Herbert, Pag, 98. 
Londen, 1672. 
| cala 
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greater ſharpneſs, Poſt bæc. &c. 


* 


fered inconceivable damage. For they, 


6 80. the houſes anciently upon them to be 
« re-edified.” Polydore Vergil“ gives an ac- 
count of this matter more fully, and with 3 


After this 
(ſays he) the King turned his eyes on the 
furtherance of the ſervice of the weal pub- 
lick : For the Noble Herd/men had for a- 
bove fifty years paſt invented methods how r 
to Increaſe the yearly revenues oſ their 
lands, by which the painful Plowmen ſuf- | 


after the manner of the Numidians, de- 


lighting rather in the Paſture of Cattle, 


than in Tillage, began to thin the Country 
of Huſbandmen, to level their habitations, 


to fill it with numerous herds and flocks of 
beaſts. Thus they incloſed all Paſtures, ' 


and took them into their own poſſeſſion, | 


intending to engroſs a monopoly of Woot, 


Sheep, and Oxen by their private power. 


= 
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c 
to turn the Kingdom into vaſt deſerts, and 
'6 
. 
4 
o 
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From hence the common weal fuffered a 
& 

& 


© threefold miſchief. Hrſt, the number of 


Yeomen were diminiſhed, whoſe bodies 
are moſt uſeful to the King in his wars. 
© Secondly, Many villages and towns, being 

« emptied of their inhabitants, are fallen to 


-© ruin. And Thir aly, Wool, with the cloth- 


** 


— 


"i See Pohaore Vergil Lib. 27. pag. 664. Edit. | 


(Baſil. 1570. 
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2 © from their vexations. 
men obtained ſome little profit from theſe 
proceedings; and as power was given to 
break down incloſures, they laid hold of 
2 © the opportunity before all- powerful Money 
had time to ſtep in.“ Thus far Polydore 
Virgil. | 


time given to theſe deſtructive practices, yet 


Ft rg 


7 < ing made of it, and the fleſh of ſuch A- 
nimals as ſerve for the ſupport of man, in- 
s creaſed highly in their prices. Theſe Evils, 
being not early provided againſt, gathered 
ſtrength from time, and in the end became 
difficult to be remedied. The King pub- 
s liſhed a Proclamation over all England, 
and commiſſioned the Juſtices of Peace in 
their ſeveral diſtricts to make an enquiry 
and return, what wicked Practices of this 
kind had been introduced within fifty years 

< laſt paſt. The Juſtices did their duty dili- 
3 * gently, and made a full return of every 
thing committed to them. The King iſ⸗- 
„ ſued a Proclamation, 
farm houſes, which had been thrown down, 
to be rebuilt, the Huſbandmen to be 
7 © brought back, the Incloſures to be leyelled, 
and inflicted a ſevere penalty on the diſo- 
bedient. 

great meaſure made void theſe Holy Decrees, 
and many Nobles by the mediation of Mo- 


commanding the 


Yet a little after, bribery in a 


£ ney, prevailed on Moolſey to redeem them 
Yet the Huſband- 


And though ſome little check was at this 


the 
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the evil increaſed again: For 12 years after, © 
the wiſdom of Parliament thought it neceffiry , 
to provide a new Wer by making a las- 
in the following words. Becauſe the greedi- 
© neſs of fome who have gotten into their 
© hands much Cazzel and many Farms, whick | 
© they have turned from Talage to Paſture | 
old Rents are raiſed, 
Prices of Things inhanced, and fo muck ; 


© (efpectally for ſheep) 
© Poverty and Theft enſued. It was enact- 


0 ed, that no man ſhould have in his own or } 
© farmed lands above 2000 fheep. And ſe- 
* condly, that no man ſhould take and hold 

© above two Farms at once, and thoſe to be 
© in the fame Pariſh, upon certain Penalties 3 


© there ſet down.” 


Notwithſtanding all this care in the Reign : 
of the Father, yet in the time of his moſt ex- 
cellent Son, King Edward the 6th, great was | 
the poverty and diſcontent throughout the 
Country, by reaſon of the decay of Tillage, 
and the incloſing land for Paſturs E. This 
practice occaſioned many inſt ions; a- 


gainſt which evil, a Commiſſion was imme 


diately granted to enquire into thoſe abufes, | 
and on the firſt of Fane 1548, there iffacd a a 
notable Proclamation 1 againſt encloſutes, 
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See Srype's Eceleſ. Memorials of King Eduard 


6th pag. 92, 95, 94: eg * 
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© men's hands, and ſcarcely 


— 


. 
Ling of 13 fall to decay, and onlau fel 
converting of Arable ground into Faſture 
ſetting forth. That the King, the Lo k 
« Proteor's Grace, and the. reſt. of 
Privy Council, were put in aten Nur 
cas well by divers ſupplications and x a 
« complaints of the King's poor ſubjects, 
< well as by other wiſe and diſcreet men, Wo 
« ving care of the good order of the Realm. 
That of late, by the encloſing 'of lands 
and Arable grounds in divers and ſundry 
« places of the Realm, many 2 been dri- 
ven to extreme poverty, — compelled a 
leave the places where they were bon 
to ſeek them beings 1 in-other Config 5 2 
c ſomuch as in'time paſt, ten, twen ea, 
6 72 ſome places an 100. or 209 C 25 pn 
ople have been inhabiting, and kept.houſ- 
. b eld for the bringing up and 5a zo 
« youth, and to the repleniſhing 15 5 
« of his Majeſty's Realm with f 
« jets, who might ſerve. both Eo 
God, and the King's Majeſty. te to . Hine ne 
of the Realm, Now there is 
« Sheep,or Bullocks ; all that N en — 
« heretofore tilled and occupied wit 1 many 
nnen, and did bring 85 not only divers 
families in work and labour, buy allo fit 
furniture for the markets, is now gotten by 
6 unjatiable greedineſs of men into one or.two 
dwelt upon 


« with-one poor Shepherd, ſo that the Realm 
ereby 


| 014) 
c 5 pergby was brought to a marvellous deſo- 
. Sc. And although ſundry com- 
Plaints have been heretofore made of the 
me thing, and divers and ſundry laws 

* el for remedy thereof in the time of 
his Majeſty's Father and Grandfather ; yet 
the een of men, not ceaſing daily 
© tofencroach thereupon, and more and more 
© laying waſte the Realm; therefore, his 
Majeſty by the advice of his Privy Coun- 


© cil, having deeply weighed theſe things, 


0 and out of Princely Zeal, that ſuch Godly 
Laws may be put in Ure and Execution; 


© hath appointed a view and enquiry to be | 


© made of all ſuch as, contrary to the ſaid 
c Acts and Ordinances, have made encloſures 
and Eures of that which was Arable 

Lad; Sc. And therefore willeth and 
7 C01 Mace all his loving ſubjects who 
35 of any ſuch defaults and of- 

4 fe exmrary to the wealth and profit of 
C Ii Reafin, and the Laws and Acts of Par- 
| © Jiamient, done and committed by any Per- 
_ © ſon Whatſoever he or they be, to give in- 


formation of the offence to his Majeſty's' 


© Commiſfioners, who are appointed to 
2 hear the ſame, that ſo a convenient and 


Rf: 


* « in, to the Honour of God, and the King's 
Ney, "and the wealth and benefit of 
; 5 the "whole Realm.“ Thus far the Procla- 
1 Cooper, afterwards Biſhop ſof 
coin, in an Bpultglaty addreſs to his 


ormation might be made there- 
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Majeſty, having taken notice of the ſhining 
and diſtinguiſhed piety of this young Prince, 


his fervent Fro to promote God's 


H onour, 


. 


ſhews in the blowing words; — to A. 
* miniſter Fuſtice, to reſtrain Extartion and 


in of fields and 


whole World. 


Nor can it be 


Oppreſſion, to ſet up Tillage and good Huſ- 
bandry, whereby the people may increaſe 
and may be maintain'd. 
heart would not (ſays he) have wild biafs 3 
increaſe and men decay, ground ſo incloſed 
up, that your people ſhould lack Food, and 
ſuſtenance, one man to be made, by ſhutting 
paſtures, and an hundred 
thereby to be deſtroyed.? Then concludes, 
Oh Prince ! moſt worthy 


over two or three Realms, but over the 
paſſed by, 


Your Godly 


to Reign, not 


that among other Obſervations of the State 
of the City of London in the days of this 


good King, one reaſon of the great num- 


ber of miſerable Objects then in London, 
the ſight of whom much affected his Ma- 
jeſty, was, the deſtruction of Tillage in the 


—_—— 


| L 22 2 How far This Obſervation any 


* See. Strype's Memorials'Eeclef. under King We 


ard VIch, | Pag. 449. 
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be applicable to the multitudes of flarvibg | 
poor in this Capi ita], is obvious to every un- 
Prejudiced 8 'who conſiders the pre- 
Ent low ſtate of Tillage in many parts of 


this Kingdom. 
No ſince. the ſame cauſes muſt naturally 


to do it. 
To obviate evils of this and the like 


kind, the Legiſlature of Ireland did in the 
Year 1729 c the miſerable caſe of the | 

people, occaſioned by the ſcarcity of Bread- | 
2 into their conſideration, and accord- | 
paſſed an Act as well for regulating 


Mex 


ſures in buying and ſelling of Corn, 


4 for 954 Huſbandry in this King- 


this Act, every perſon in poſſeſ- 
25 of 100 Acres of Land, is obliged ro 
. Plaw and Sow with Grain five Acres of the 
fame, under the Penalty of forty Shillings : 
7 whether the quantity of Land to be 
ved and — 5 was not ſufficient, or the 
Penalty too ſmall upon the tranſgreſſors of 
the Law, it. is plain this Statute, how well 
ſoexer intended, hath had no effect. 
The want of a ſubſtantial Yeomanry is 
what the gentlemen of this Kingdom. often, 
_and juſtly complain of ; it is in their power, 


where. Fa amily Settlements will allow, to make 


"Frechoders, and Ny courſe a . if 
| they 


: the ſame effects; is it not wiſdom to | 
Prevent ſuch great inconveniencies for the fu- | 
ture? When it is abſolutely in our own power | 
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they pleaſe; and by doing this they would 


ſoon ſee their eſtates much better improved ʒ 


all kinds of Huſbandry and Tillage flouriſh, 


and no great Arrears or Deficiencies in their 
obſerved, that 


Rentals. 


one reaſon why Bread- 


It has been 


juſtly 


orn "hes of late been 


ſo exceſſively dear, does not proceed from the 
want of fit tracts of land for the produce of 
Wheat, the culture of which is generally by 
one fourth more advantageous to the Farmer 
than that of Barley; but becauſe the return 


5 made by the latter is much quicker, and can 


boner anſwer the preſſing demands of May 
id before Winter, 


Rents, which -muſt be 
ge no likely way of doing it, but by the 


le of the Barley, vaſt quantities of Which 


ate exported to Portugal, &c. Whether in the 
end. it would not be of more advantage to 


Gentlemen to give greater encouragement to 
the culture of Wheat, is left to their conſide- 
The Publick, without doubt, would 
foon receive the benefit of a more extenſive. 
Tillage, People would be fed the better Md 
be more able to work, and leſs Money would 


ration. 


out of the Kingdom to purchaſe foreign - | 


Corn *, as I obſerved before; which is 1 
242 


ey 


—— 
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1 appears that in two Vears time, TRIER 1728 
and 1730, we were under the Neceſity of ſending 


on 


N nnn 
. A — 


1 (16% - 
not always. to be had, or not without great 


Expence, Hazard and Delay, eſpecially in 


time of War. 
One great Diſcouragement, among many 
others, to Tillage now in Ireland, is, the un- 


ſteddineſs of the Markets: I have known 


more than once Bread Corn ſold from 30 to 
405. a barrel; then all hands were ſet to work 
to put the Plough in the ground, the pro- 


duce of which labour reduced, perhaps, the 


Price to 8 or 105. a barrel, and then the 


people were as buſy in beating up their Plow- 
ſhares into other uſes. . This was followed 


ſoon after by a Scarcity, and the ſame revo- 


lutions of Labour and Idleneſs enſued. ' I 
know no way to obviate ' this evil but a 


Lay (if ſuch be thought adviſeable by the 


Legiſlature) to give a Premium on the ex- 


5 portation of Corn under certain Regulations. 
A Premium in, this Kingdom on the exporta- 


tion. of Corn would be a great Advantage 


leflening , that infamous practice of running 
Wool! to our natural Enemies: 01 
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out of the Kingdom to the value of between 1 and 
200000 /. to bring in Corn. 


See Lift of the Abſentees of Ireland, with Obſer- 


vations on the Trade and Condition of that Kingdogn, 
Nublia Printed 1 1729 3 


4143 


36. rich 


1 Woollen Manufacture of England, by. 
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rich tracts of this Kingdom were by a pubs 
tick Encouragement employed under the 
Plough; it would in a great meaſure take 
away the root of the evil, and diminiſh thoſe 
mighty flocks of ſheep, which depopulate the 
Country, and are a real detriment to the Na- 
tion. A Premium-Bil] was once prepared? 


by the Privy- Council here, and returned back 


with the approbation of the Queen and Privy 
Council of England; but the unfortunate di- 
viſions among us at that time made us de- 


cline our happineſs, and reject a law, which 


would have been millions in the way of the 
publick. A Law granting a Premium on 
the exportation of Corn, would furely encou- 
rage a more extenſive Tillage, and prevent 
thoſe Calamities we at preſent feel; England 
would receive the Benefit, and the French 
Markets be no longer glutted with a Com- 
modity, which of all things is moſt deſtruc- 
tive to the Trade and Intereſt of England. 
But it does not become a private perſon: to 
do more than give a bare hint; the united 
Wiſdom, of the two Nations may poſſibly 
find means to carry theſe crude notions into 


— — 
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ln the laſt Government of the Duke of Ormond. 
in 1710, ſuch a Bill came over approved of by the 
Queen and Council of E gland, | but was thrown out 

by the Houſe of Commons in Jrelands 
LEE ene execution 
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enecution ; however that may be, let us 
well conſider, that notwithſtanding all our 
care and utmoſt precautions in the manage- 


ment of our Tillage, Difficulties: may. ariſe 
and unforeſeen. Accidents intervene. We 
may perhaps ſometimes be obliged to ſtruggle. 
with the very Seaſons, which may not always 


favour our Views. To provide againſt acci- 


dents of this kind, and to Jay up ſufficient 


ſtores in good Tears, to anſwer the Inconve- 
piencies of bad ones, ſome method ſhould be 
fallen upon for the erecting of Granaries; for 


if ſuch were encouraged, they would in bad 


Seaſons keep down the Markets, andthere by 


leflen the price of Labour and Manufactures: 


Many e have done this. 
Egypt, Sardinia-and Sicily, were the Gra- 


naries of the Roman Empire; for the Romans 


being a military People, and who (till to- 
wards the decline of their Empire) too much 


neglected Tillage, ſuffered. grievouſly by Fa- 


mine, as often as the return of their Corn- 


Ships from theſe Countries failed them. This 


at laſt forced them to provide Granaries of 
their own, from whence they had always 


quantities of Corn ready for a- ſupply ; and 


in-the Tri of their Generals, Largeſſes 
of Corn to the Roman Citizens, were not be- 
low the Dignity of thoſe Solemnities, and 
were thought the moſt engaging method of 
acquiring Popularity, at a time when Victo- 


Ties might have ſeemed ſufficient to command 
. Apple, 
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and private Granaries; thofe of Polan 
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* Moſt of the European States at 


this day continue the wiſe methods of Or 
and 


the City of Dantzick, of the United Provin- 


ces of Holland, Leghorn and Geneva, are re- 
markable and exceedingly well conducted. 


A Gentleman, who reſided a conſiderable time 
in Geneva, and has lately returned to theſe 
Kingdoms, gives the following account of 
the Geneva Granaries, in a Letter to a Cor- 
er He. | 


© London, 24th. Now. 1740: 

H E Granaries of Geneva have been 
| ſettled above 100 Tears, and con- 
© tain Corn ſufficient for one Year to all the 
© Inhabitants of that ſmall State, amounting, 
© at leaſt to 26000, at moſt to 30000 z wherg- 
of 4000 only live upon the Country Ter- 
© ritory belonging to the State. The Town 
© being ſituated in 45* of Latitude amongſt 
Mountains, the Heat and Cold is very n- 
* tenſe, and ſucceed one another by very 

« quick and fudden changes; yet in gene- 
« ral, Summer always follows Winter with- 
© out any Spring. 


© The Corn of that Climate can only be | 


© preſerved five or ſix Years; yet the Wheat, 
* which they purchaſed in Barbary in the 
© Year 1696, was preſerved above thirty 
* Years, and became covered with a Cruſt 
« as hard as Stone, but when Ground {till 
© yielded 
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« yielded a prodigious quantity of Meal. 


Their Proveditors are not at any time ſuf- 
fered to buy up Corn within 10 Leagues or 


30 Miles of the City; that is, they muſt 


© ſeek their Store 24 Miles wide of the State, 
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e firſt Floor meaſured and poured down to 
s © the — | 


which one place with another does not ex- 


ceed a Circuit of 6 Miles. By the ſame 
rule, to prevent the riſing of the Markets, 


County Granaries ought to be ſupplied from 


their more abundant Neighbours, or from 
the ſkirts of the Country, if the Crop be e- 


qual every where. 


Their Magazines are great ſquare Build- 
ings turned to the North. Some of theſe 


Fabricks are 8 Stories high of 8 Foot 
each; the Stair caſes are very wide, and 


ſlope without Steps, or the Steps are very 
low, for the conveniency of Porters. 


© The Floors in Taly are Stuccod, but i in 


Britain nothing better and lighter than ſea- 


ſoned Oak. But the Labour of filling 


would be much eaſier by Pullies; and of 


emptying by pouring down ; and therefore 
the Ground Floor of a publick Granary 


ſhould be left for a Native” or Rendez- 


vouz of People; and vaulted over head 
with a convenient Number of Apertures 


for hoiſting up the Grain, firſt to the up- 
per Story, whence, according to its Years 


of Conſervation, it ſhould be poured gradual 
« ly down to the Stories below ; and'from the 


6 1 


N a * A - 
1 pa 4 <<. CY 


a M M a 


1 * - a «a ry Py 6 — 
4 ess ,.,  S ov w.iT.T 


(23). 
Abroad they only lay up Wheat; but i in 


: Ireland perhaps it may be proper to pre- 
l « ſerve alſo Barley, Oats and Oatmeal, Sc. 
4 che diviſions of the building ought to be 
l laid out accordingly. | 
, « Their Gates are covered with Iron, and 
2 fitted ſo as to join perfectly, to keep out 
4 < rats and Mice ; and for the ſame reaſon, 
„ | © all the Windows are ſecured by ſtrong, and 
i « cloſe Iron Lattices. 

* On all their Granaries they place Day 
of and Night Sentinels from the Town Guard; 

| but that being impoſſible in Country Towns, 
4 « yours ought to be encompaſſed with Walls 
© forming a Court, and watched by a Fami- 
; ly provided with Maſtiffs, in the fame man- 
ner that Treaſures are guarded. in Popiſs 
4 * Churches; where the Dogs never ſee 1 
and are very fierce. 

PF The great trouble they lere wich their 
F grain laſts chiefly the firſt year only, when 
S © they keep turning it very often with wooden 


« Shovels, till it has Iweated, and then . 
leave it quiet. 

The great point is to give it vent beföre 
© it ſpoils ; this they do by obliging their” 
© Bakers, Publick-Houſes, and Workmen 
< of the State to take Corn from the Grana- 
© ries; that is, Bakers are appointed by the 
State to furniſh theſe people with the pub- 

c * lick Grain, * at a certain Price; com- 
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* monly not quite three farthings a pound =y 

< 18 Ounces: | This year they have gained 

« by it, it being cheaper than what other Ba- 

« kers could afford it at, or than people could 
© bake it themſelves at home. Commonly 

indeed it comes a little dearer, but that 
falls only upon ſtrangers, and thoſe employ- 
ed by the State. 

Laſt Summer they opened their Grana- 
© ries, ſold to Townſmen and Strangers, and 
© kept down the Market at a moderate Rate, 
even when there was no hopes of à Har- 
veſt on an Account of the laſt ſevere Win- 
« ter. 

-& This i is all I have been able to leam con 


| 45 « cerning the Granarics of Genevd. 6% — 71 
| | Lam, 5 


< 
4 
A 
; 80 well.centrived were the Store: houſes - in 1 
b ſome parts of Franc ſot the preſervation off 
{ Grain, that when Lewis the XIVth. and his 4 
Retinue paſſed through the City of Metz, in 6 
the Year 1707, they eat Bread made of Cotn 0 
laid up in that City in the time of Henry IId. 6 
who began his Reign in 1547. * We have 6 
alſo an account of the the great Benefit People a 
in Want have lately received from the Grana- 6 
ties of Pruſſia, as well as from: thoſe in the „ 
EleQorate of Hanover, and 1 in out pare! of 45 
* 
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of Iron, that no Vermin might 


0 * would make a _— fitter for drying 


(25) 
the German Empire. To come nearet 
home, Dr. 1 in his preſent State of the 
Granaries at the Bridge-houſe, Southwark, Lon- 


don, gives us an accurate Deſcription of them, 
publiſhed in the ſecond Volume of Mr. Lows 


| thorp's Abridgment of the Philoſophical 


Tranſactions concerning Granaries. pag. 628, 
629, 630. 440 Edition, London, 1731. Take 
the Account in the Doctor's words. 

© All the 12 Companies of London, and : 
« ſome other Companies and private Perſons, 


have their Granaries at the Bridge bouſe in 
< Southwark,(where are a Juſtice ofthe Peace, 


© a Steward, and two Maſters.) Theſe Grana- 


© ries are built on two ſides of an oblong 
4 Square, one whereof ſtands North and South, 
and is near 100 Yards long; whoſe Lattice- 
« windows reſpect North-Eaſt. The other 
ſide may be about 50 Yards long, the 
1 Windows look to the North, and the oppo- 
_ © fiteſide have no Apertures. All the Win- 
are about a Yard high, without any Shut- 
ters, and run on in a continued Series with 
very ſmall Partitions, ſufficient only to 


nail the Lattices to each of thern, 1 in 3 or 4 
Stories high. 
© The Ground or lowermoſt Story, twelve 


4 Foot from the Ground, is uſed only for a 
Ware: houſe, &c. To ſettle the firſt Story 


upon ſtrong Pillars fortified with Spikes 
get up. 


Cor n 


026) 
Corn, and more perflatick. In ſome Places 
they put in all the inſide of their Rooms, 


Iron Wire of ſo narrow Meſhes, that neither 
Rats nor Mice can get through them 2 or 3 


Foot deep: Others erect on all ſides Boards 
© of Timber, and faſten others to the Top of 
the Perpendicular, one lying either parallel 
to the Horizon, or ſo, that they make an a- 
© cute Angle with the former for the ſame 
< Purpoſe : For beſides the devouring of the 


Grain, the Excrements and Urine of that 


 < Vermine moiſtening the Wheat or Rye, 
4 make them apt to corrupt and breed Wee- 
© yyels. The two main Conſiderables in buil- 
ding theſe Granaries are to make them 
« ſtrong and expoſe them to the moſt dry- 
© ing Winds. The ordering of their Corn is 
© thus.—In Kent, to ſeparate the Duſt and o- 
© ther Impurities in it, when it is threſhed, they 

throw it in Shovels from one ſide to theother, 


* which the longer it is in doing the better, 


'< by which means all ſuch Impurities remain 
in the Middle betwixt the two Heaps of 
© Corn, which they ſkreen, to part the Corn 

# which is good, from the faid Impurities. 
Then when they bring the Grain into the 
's. Granaries, they lay it about half a Foot 
thick, and turn it twice a Week, and once 
| 2 70 that time ſkreen it, and this for two 


© Months ſpace ; after that, they lay it a Foot 


© thick for two Months or more, turning it 
* once or twice a Week, and ſkreen it pro- 
— * portionably, 
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(27) 
« portionabl y, according as the dryi ing Seafan 


« is, ſeldom or oftener. : 


After 5 or 6-Months, they raiſe it to two 


Foot in height, and turn it once a Fortnight, 
and ſkreen it once a Month, as-occaſion is. 


© After a Year they lay it two and a half or 

© three Foot deep, and turn it once in three: 

Weeks or a Month, and ſkreen it propor- 

« portionably. 
When it hath lain two Years or more, | 

they turn it once in two Months, and ſkreen 

it o uarter, and ſo on as they find it 

jn rr hardneſs and dryneſs: The of- 

© tener theſe two Things are done the betteer 

it proves. They leave an empty Space a- 


bout a Yard wide on all ſides of the Room, 
and at fix Foot diſtance through the whole 
Area, empty of Corn, into which empty 


Places they turn the Corn, as often as it is 
© needful. 
In Kent, they make two ſquare Holes in 
both the ends of the Floor, and one round 
in the Middle, by which they throw the 
Corn from the upper into the lower Rooms, 
© ef contra, to air and dry it the better. | 
The Skreens are made with two Parti- 
tions, to ſeparate the Duſt from the Corn, 
« which falls into a Bag, and when ſufficiently 


full is caſt any, the good Corn remaining 


behind. 
Corn has been kept in London Granaries 
422 * and the longer *tis kept the 
C 2 more 


(0289 
'© more flour it yields, in proportion to the 
quantity of Corn, and makes the purer and 
© whiter Bread; the N humidity on- 
'* ty evaporates. 
Pr. Pell mentioned at a Meeting of the 
5 Royal Society, that they keep Corn at Zurich 
in Helvetia 80 Years. Obſerving Merchants 
and Travellers tell us, that the 'Granaries of 
< Dantzick are generally 7 Stories high, and 
"< ſome 9 Stories, having each of them a Fun- 
© nel to let the Corn down from one Floor to 
another, thereby chiefly ſaving the Labour 
© and Charges of carrying it down, and then 
that they in that Town are built altogether 
© ſurrounded with Water; whereby the Ships 
have the Conveniency of lying cloſe to them 
"© to take in their Lading. No Houſes are 
* ſuffered to he built near them, to be there- 
by ſecured from the Caſualties of Fire. 
E "Thoſe of Muſcovy are made under Ground, 
by digging a deep Pit of almoſt the Figure 
© of a Sugar-loaf, broad below, and narrow at 
'© the Top; ; the Sides well plaiſtered round 
about, and the Top very cloſely covered 
Tor * Stone. 
© © The People of that Country are ſo very 
bg : carckil to have the Corn well dried, before 
© they put it into thoſe ſubterraneous Grania- 
< ries, that when the Weather of the Northern 
Climate ſerves not to dry it ſufficiently, they 
"© heat their Barns by the means of great O- 
K 5 vens, and * well drying their Corn, 
apply 


3 ſupply the deficiency of their ſhort Sum- 


- mer.“ 
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We have earlier Teſtimonies of BY Se 


Tillage and publick Store houſes of Corn 


would be to this kingdom. For Mr. Edmund 
Spencer, the celebrated Author of the Nuiry 


Queen, Secretary to the Lord Grey, Lord 
' Deputy of Ireland in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, who well underſtood the State of 
this Nation, does in his View of Ireland, wtit - 


Anno 159, among other regulations expreſsly 


recommend an Increaſe of Tillage and pub- 


lick. Magazines for Corn in the Wann ; 


yer Page 110. 


I wou'd wiſh, than theis de Md Or- 


5 ene made amongſt them (the Iriſb) that 


whoever keepeth 20 Kine; ſhould keep a 
Plow going; for otherwiſe all men wou*d 
fall to Paſturage, and none to Huſbandry, 
which is a great cauſe of the uſual ſtealths+ 
in Ireland: F or look into all Countries that 
live in ſuch ſort by keeping of Cattſe, and 
you ſhall find that they are both barbarous 
and uncivi, and alſo greatly given to 
war. The Tavrtarians, the Mu ſcowites, 
the Norwegians, the Goths, the Armentans, 
and many other do witneſs the ſame. - And 
therefore, ſince now we propoſe to draw | 
the 1ri/b from deſire of war and tumults, to 
the love of peace and civility, it is 


dient to abridge their cuſtom of hardening 
(i ſappole be means of herding or fa, 


% 


- © wiſh there be good ſtore of Houſes, and 
Magazines erected in all thoſe great places 


for the victualling of ſoldiers and ſhips, as 
for all occaſions of ſudden ſervices, as alſo 
for preventing at all times dearth and ſcar- 
. ſys and this want is much to be com- 
i 


1 tries, who truſting too much to the uſual 


F 's any fich hard atone. nor any ſuch ſudden 
©, occaſions, as theſe troublous times may every 
day bring forth, which it will be but too 
late to gather proviſions from abroad, and 
to bring it perhaps from far, for the fur- 

- © niſhing of ſhips and ſoldiers, which perad- 
venture may need to be preſently employ- _ 
ed, and whoſe want may ( which for- 
2 bid) hap to hazard a Kingdom.“ a 


ledge of this ingenious writer, by a remar- 
6 * event which — in leſs than aCen- 


F (40 0% 
« in ie) and augment their Trade of Tillage 
4 hes Huſbandry.” He alfo mentions the 


-- great uſe of erecting Granaries, in the gyth 
of his view, Cc. in the following words. 


But hereafter when things ſhall grow into 
: © a better ſtrength, and the Country be re- 


© pleniſhed with Corn, as in ſhort ſpace it 


* will, if it be well followed; for the coun- 
try people themſelves are great Plowers, | 


and ſmall ſpenders of Corn; then would I | 


© of Garriſon, and in all great Towns as well 


ined of in England, above all other coun- 
Meſſing of the Earth, do never forecaſt 


Here ls us obſerve the diſcerning 3 
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"OF. 
tury after he writ : Conſider, if his advice had 5 
deen taken to erect Magazines for Corn, in 
places of Garriſons, and great Towns of 
this Kingdom, whether the lives of ſome thou- 
fand Proteſtants had not been ſaved, even if 


on- Magazine or Granary had been found 


ſtored with Corn in the city of Derry in the 
memorable Siege of that place An. 1688, 
on the defence or furrender of which Town,. 
depended the ſafety, or deſtruction of all the 


Proteſtants then in Ireland. Thoſe who un- 
dertook to defend the place had before been 


ſtripped and plundered of all their ſubſtance by 
the Papiſts, and were in daily fears of being 
murdered by the French and Iriſd Armies. 


This made them take refuge in the faid Garri- - 


fon, which was neither regularly fortified, nor 
ſtrong by nature. The beſieged were ſo far 
from being trained up in the art of war, 
that much the greateſt part of them were on- 
ly Citizens of the Town, private Gentlemen, 
Farmers and Tradeſmen, who fled to this 
place of ſafety from the ravages and depre- 
dations in the open Country. And though 
| but a body of raw undiſciplined Men without 
Arms, Ammunition, Artillery, or Provi- 
ſions equal to ſuſtain ſuch a Siege, yet theß 
 chearfully entred the Garriſon, ſhut their 
gates againſt the enemy, and at once enga- 
ged in the defence of their lives and fortunes, 
hberties and Religion, They bravely with- 
ſtood a well appointed Army 'of 20000 
1 Beſiegers, 


EE N 4 + 49 K 
_Beliegers; French and Triſp, of whom in 
their frequent ſallies, and defence of the 
Town, they killed between 8 and 9000. 
"Yet, what is aſtoniſhing, during the whole 
Siege, which laſted more than three months, 
2 100 men only died by the hand of the ene- 
my. Thouſands however riſhed by. fa- *" 
mine, for want of Bread; being at laſt o- 4 
bliged to eat horſe fleſh, greaves, tal low, 
"Wreck, and ſuch unwholeſome food, which 
ſoon ended in diſeaſes and death; ſo that out 
of 7500 regimented men, of which the 
Garriſon at firſt conſiſted, excluſive of a 


ry — ” 
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great number of old and young perſons un- 
able to carry Arms, they had but 4300 left 7 
alive when the City was providentially re- 
lieved, and the Siege raiſed, by the ſafe ar- 
rival of the Dartmouth Frigate from England, 
with two ſtore ſhips full of proviſions, to 
the inexpreſible Joy of the diſtreſſed Gar- 
riſon. 1 
And though we, in the preſent happy Settle⸗ 
ment of the Kingdom, are, thanks to the Di- 
vine Mercy, in no fear of future Sieges of 
khis kind, or of any Commotions to diſturb 
the. proſe dad of the Neale; ; * 
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- verament by the moſt Revd. William King Lord' Arch- 
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is it not great prudence, to provide in plenti⸗ 
ful Years for days of Scarcity ? It is true, we 

are not in a Condition, without the, help of 
publick Aid, to make Proviſions for ſtoring: 
up our Corn in large Granaries, nor, unleſs our 


Tillage increaſes, can we expect to fill them; 


yet ſomething may be done both in our 
Cities, and Market Towns, to relieve our 
trading People, and induſtrious Poor from: 
the hardſhips they frequently ſuffer by the- 
dearneſs of Bread. Corn. 

For had Granaries been erected in this Ca- 
pital as well as in other Cities and convenient 
places of the Kingdom, the cries and miſeries. 
of the Poor had not been ſo great. And 
though largecharitable Contributions in almoſt 
all parts of the Kingdom, have kept many 
thouſand perſons alive, yet notwithſtanding: 
all this care to preſerve our fellow citizens, 
Sickneſs and Death have already ſwept away. 


_ vaſt numbers. To prevent ſuchcalamities for 


the future, we ought by every prudent me- 
thod to encourage the raiſing a few Store- 
houſes for Corn, either in a publick or a pri- 
vate manner; for among many other appa- 

rent advantages of ſuch a wiſe proviſſon, it 
will got be found the leaſt, that it will in a 

great meaſure prevent the infamous practices 
of greedy and extorting Farmers and Dealers 
in Meal, who often lay hold of the publick 
Calamity to ſell at what price they pleaſe; it 


omg notorious that they refuſe to vend their 
| | Corn. 


— 
yy 


po 


(34) 


unleſs they receive an exceſſive price; which 
the poor not being able to reach to, has redu- 
eed them to uncommon neceſſities. 

One of our great Misfortunes is, the un- 
- certainty of the markets for Corn, by the 
fudden riſe and fall of the price of Grain. 


In England the markets are more ſteddy ; the 


rich Farmers, who are a ſet of people this 
Country knows little of, ſupply the Markets 


themſelves with their own Grain, and have | 


fubſtance enough to forbear, if the prices are 


falling too low, which enables them to 
bring in the more when they are riſing they 


keep ſtecks in their Barns always by them, 


the Barns and Barn-yards are their Granaries,, 
and where they have not Barp room enough, 
they make their Stacks or Ricks of Corn:fo 

dextrouſly, that they preſerve their Grain for 
two or three years, not only from the: Injuries. 
of the Weather, but commonly from Ver- 
min, and as the Markets riſe or fall, they keep 


up or carry out their Corn for the uſe of: the 
Kingdom, and to ſupply foreign Markets. 
As we are not in Circumſtances to make 
theſe necefſary proviſions, and Farmers are 
often obliged to ſell at any rate to pay their 


* 


Landlords; it is therefore-to be wiſhed that 
the Cities and Corporate Fons would out of 


part of their Revenues provide convenient 
Store · houſes. for lay ing up Corn when it bears 
a low rate, to diſpoſe of the ſame again. to 
; the 


Corn, even in time of Dearth and Scarcity, 


n mag g. Ce a. . 
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dear ſeaſon of the year, or in any other time 
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theinduſtrious poor at a reaſonable price, in cke 


of publick diſtreſs. This might be followed 

by the leſſer Market- Towns, if gentlemen in 
the neighbourhood think proper to forward 
the Jefian by a moderate ſubſcription, We 
find this method is now carrying on in one of 
the trading Cities of North-Britain, and a 
good ſum of money already ſubſcribed for 
buying in Corn and Meal to fell again to the 
poor at little more than the prime Coſt. And 


by the ſame methods here, gentlemen might 


at an inconſiderable charge afford moſt ſea- 
ſonable relief to their Tenants in times of 
ſcarcity. The Floors of ſome of the Mar- 
ket-houſes might at a ſmall expence be ren- 
dered ſerviceable to theſe purpoſes ; in the 
Northern manufacturing Counties eſpecially, 
where great numbers of hands are conſtantly 
employed, the common people generally 
live upen Oatmeal, a few Tuns of which 


could eaſily be ſtored up in Cheſts, and lodged 


in the upper rooms of the Market-houſes, if 


| ſuch there are, if not, in any other cheap 


rented houſe, and there ſafely preſerved, till 
it was proper to be ſold at a ſmall diſcount. F 


Even ſuch ſmall Granaries as theſe, if once 


* 
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For the Ufefullneſs of Gurtes ſee the ſecond 
part of an Eſſay on the Trade and I mprovement of 
Treland by Arthur Dobbs, W Anno Dom. 751. Tage 
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alls foot; and E and Ane ma- 
naged, could not fall of private, and A 
ih due time might receive ſome marks of 
Hek Encouragement. Many p debe. per- 
haps may not be able, or or politbly not willing 
to give money for laying up Corn for the 
poor,” might yet be indlined to advance a mo- 
derate ſum intereſt free} for eight, ten, or 
even welve Months to relieve their Neteſſi- 
ties, to have the ſame diſpoſed of as the chief 
Contributors ſhould ſee proper, - and under 
ſuch regulations as perſons of knowledge and 
probity might judge moſt convenient And 
if notes for Corn delivered, or Money lent to 
buy Corn, were made transferable, that might 
further improve and give weight to the 
Scheme: Theſe, or ſome ſuch like methods 35 
theſe, would help to kerp down the Markets, 


und prevent the infamous and pernicious prac- 


Tice of regratting and engroſſing e Corn by pri- 
vate hands, and ſelling it out again at an ex- 


ſtrucctive and injurious to every ſociety; and "= 
which becomes mote SL * e : 
e of Grain. 4-1 
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